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Dear participants of the 34th FEBS Con-
gress, dear colleagues and friends,
Welcome to the great city of Prague, the 
capital of a country at the heart of Europe 
in so many ways: it lies centrally on this 
continent and has been at the interface of 
major cultures and ethnic components for 
centuries. And there are many more rea-
sons than these that give Prague and the 
Czech Republic particular significance 
and make it a pleasure to be here and to 
welcome you all to this country. Outstand-
ing among these reasons is the fact that 
some of the most fundamental and pio-
neering contributions to our understand-
ing of life on this planet were made in this 
country. The naturalist Johann Gregor 
Mendel (1822–1884) was the founder 
of the theory of heredity: In the 1840s 
Mendel discovered the laws of heredity 
and thus established an entire scientific 
field – genetics. Three of Mendel’s Laws 
of Inheritance – the law of the uniformity 
of hybrids, the law of segregation, and the 
law of independent assortment – have be-
come the basis for the breeding of plants 
and animals and an important part of 
medicine and other scientific fields. In 
fact, the breeding of plants and animals 
continues today thanks to his work. An-
other great pioneer in the life sciences is 
Jan Evangelista Purkyně (1787–1869), an 

anatomist and experimental physiolo-
gist whose name lives on today in many 
specialized concepts and terms used in 
a broad spectrum of fields from  anatomy 
to criminology.

The early academic presence in this 
country is also evidenced by the founding 
of Charles University in Prague, the first 
university in Central Europe, in 1348 – 
and of the oldest technical university in 
Central Europe, the Czech Technical Uni-
versity, which recently celebrated its 300th 
anniversary. All of these illustrate the ma-
jor position the Czech intellectual pres-
ence has on this continent. Our Czech col-
leagues have organized a great congress 
with an interesting program that should 
serve all of us, but mainly the younger 
ones, with an overview of recent advances 
in molecular life sciences, which will help 
young scientists plan their own futures. 
The Young Scientist Forum that FEBS 
initiated several years ago is another tool 
presented to the future generation of bio-
chemists to assist them in designing their 
road in research. All these events will 
take place in a city with unique beauty 
and stimuli. Make sure to enjoy at least 
some of what Prague offers. Enjoy the sci-
ence and its unique ambience.

PROF. ISRAEL PECHT
FEBS SECRETARY GENERAL

Welcome  
to FEBS 2009, 
Welcome  
to Prague

Opening Ceremony & Welcome Reception

Dear colleagues and friends,
It is an honour and, indeed, a pleasure to 
welcome all of you on behalf of the Czech 
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology to the 34th FEBS Congress here 
in Prague.

The 5th FEBS Meeting was held in Pra-
gue in 1968. A few weeks later Czechoslo-
vakia was occupied by the military forces 
of the Warsaw Pact led by the former So-
viet Union, and the country was kept in 
isolation until 1989. However, through the 
efforts of the Czechoslovak Biochemical 
Society, the 14th Congress of the Internati-
onal Union of Biochemistry was able to be 
held in Prague in 1988. More than 6,000 
participants attended that Congress. 

And so, we felt that it was high time to 
have another big international meeting 
in the Czech Republic. The programme 
that we have organized for the FEBS 
2009 Congress was guided by a desire 
to cover a broad spectrum of biochemis-
try and molecular biology, from the cell 
nucleus to signalling cascades and recep-
tors, all the way to interactions between 
organisms. We also strove to incorporate 
the applications of biochemistry to me-
dicine, biotechnology, and plant chemis-
try. Hence, the motto of our Congress is 
“Life’s Molecular Interactions.”

And we hope that these interactions will 
not be confined to the molecular level but 
will extend to interactions among scien-
tists from all over the world attending 
this Congress, as well as among collea-
gues of all ages. 

We sincerely hope that you will enjoy 
our summer days in Prague and that 
some of you will even extend your stay 
in the Czech Republic to become more 
acquainted with our country. There are 
numerous fascinating places and cities 
outside of Prague that are worth seeing.

PROF. TOmáš ZImA
ChAIRMAN OF ThE ORGANIzING COMMITTEE

PROF. VáCLAV PAčES 
hONORARY PRESIdENT OF ThE CONGRESS

The 34th FEBS Congress opened last 
night with short speeches by Chair-
man of the Congress Tomáš zima, the 
deputy Major of Prague Rudolf Blažek, 
the Rector of Charles University Vác-
lav hampl, the Chairman of the FEBS 
Executive committee Andreas hartig, 
Václav Pačes, the honorary Chairman 
of the Congress and the President of the 
Czech Society for Biochemistry and Mo-
lecular Biology, and the FEBS Secretary 
General Israel Pecht. 

The opening speeches were followed 
by the FEBS Award Ceremony, in which 
the Portuguese scientist Claudina Ro-
drigues-Pousada was awarded the FEBS 
diplôme d’honneur. José Mariano Gago, 
the Portuguese Minister of Science, and 
João Sentieiro, the President of the Por-
tuguese Foundation for Science and 
Technology, were present as honorary 
guests. The Opening Ceremony conclu-
ded with a brief and enjoyable perfor-
mance of folklore dance and music. The 
Ceremony was followed by the datta 
Plenary Lecture, delivered by Sir da-
vid Lane (profiled on p. 3). Afterwards, 
the participants had the chance to meet 
each other and mingle at the Welcome 
Reception. An exciting week of bioche-
mistry is just beginning!

July 5, 2009
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Q Could you tell us, in short, who the 
organizers of this meeting were?

A The programme of the Meeting was 
prepared by the Czechoslovak Bioche-
mical Society under the chairmanship 
of Professor František Šorm, President 
of the Society and President of the Cze-
choslovak Academy of Sciences. Of 
course, dozens of dedicated workers 
from the institutions of the Czechoslo-
vak Academy of Sciences, Czechoslovak 
universities, research institutions, etc. 
participated in the laborious organiza-
tional work.

Q It might be interesting for  
contemporary biochemists to learn 
which subjects were on the  
programme of this meeting, if you  
can remember after 41 years,  
of course?

A As far as I can remember, the pro-
gramme consisted of eight full-day 
Symposia – some of them proceeding 
simultaneously – concerning enzyme 
structure and activity, isoenzymes, pep-
tide hormones, connective tissues, mito-
chondria, and drug metabolism, among 
other things. At this meeting, approxi-
mately 1200 oral presentations were de-
livered.

Q What was your personal role in the 
programme of the meeting?

A Together with my colleagues Karel 
Slavík, the Secretary of the Czechoslo-
vak Biochemical Society, and the di-
rector of the Institute of Therapeutical 
Biochemistry in Frankfurt/Main Adolf 
Wacker, we organized a symposium 
entitled “Antimetabolites as a Tool in 
Biochemical Investigations.” Two out-
standing scientists were among the 
lecturers in this symposium – G. h. hit-
chings and G. B. Elion, both later Nobel 
Prize winners.

Q Do you have a special remembran-
ce of the meeting?

A Yes, I have. It was the opening sessi-
on in Smetana‘s hall, where Sir Max Pe-
rutz presented an outstanding lecture 
on X-ray analysis of proteins, followed 
by a concert given by the State Philhar-
monic Orchestra. I have a vivid vision 
of what happened after Perutz‘s excel-
lent lecture: he was immediately en-
compassed by many noisy journalists 
with their flashing cameras. But he 
did not like it, and waving energetical-
ly with both shoulders, he quickly sent 
the photographers away. Evidently not 
greedy for celebrity – a real English 
gentleman!

Q The meeting took place during  
the time called the “Prague Spring,” 
in a pleasant atmosphere, full of  
expectations for future political  
development. Was this reflected  
in the mood of the participants  
of the meeting?

A The organizers prepared an excel-
lent programme, which was highly ap-
preciated by all participants, but no one 
expected what would happen the fol-
lowing month. Only one exception: Pro-
fessor Wacker told me during the Mee-
ting several times that Czechoslovakia 
could expect an invasion of Soviet tanks 
in the very near future. We accepted 
Wacker‘s prophecy with indulgent smi-
les, but he was right. On August 21, 1968, 
the military forces of several countries 
of the Warsaw Pact invaded our country 
with tanks.

The FEBS Meeting,  
Prague, July 15–20, 1968
An Interview with Professor Jan Škoda, One of the Organizers 
of the Meeting
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Brief History  
of the Czech Society  
for Biochemistry  
and Molecular Biology
Biochemistry is a science that devel-
oped during the 20th century. The 
roots, however, can be found even ear-
lier. Professor Jan Horbaczewsky, the 
first lecturer of medical Chemistry in 
the Czech language, came from Vienna 
to Prague in 1883. His main scientific 
achievement was the laboratory syn-
thesis of uric acid. In his teaching, he 
focused on “physiological chemistry,” 
the subject that we now refer to as bio-
chemistry. This subject has been devel-
oping in the Czech lands continuously 
since then. 

There are other traditional sources 
of biochemistry in this country as well: 
technologies such as malt production, 
beer brewing, wine production, sugar 
production, and spirit production. Bio-
chemical research was also taking place 
at Czech Technical University, led by 
Professor Julius Stoklasa and others, 
with a focus on soil and microbiology 
research. The pharmaceutical industry 
has historical roots as well, namely in 
the hands of the Frágner family. dr. Jiří 
Frágner invited a number of specialists 
from Czech universities that were closed 
during the country’s occupation in World 
War II into his research laboratories. 

But we must admit that the total number 
of people devoted to biochemical research 
in this country during the first half of the 
previous century was low. The political 
climate that preceded World War II did 
not favor science development at all. The 
situation culminated with the German 
occupation and the closing of the Czech 
universities. The unfavorable working 
conditions caused many promising young 
scientists to leave Czechoslovkia, which 
was a great loss for the country’s scien-
tific development. For example, Carl and 
Gerty Cori (Karl and Gretha in German) 
made the decision to leave Prague in the 
early 1920s. For them, it turned out to be 
a wise move. In the USA, they found im-
proved conditions in which to carry out 
their research and received the Nobel 
Prize in 1947, a feat which would almost 
certainly have been impossible if they 
had remained in Prague.

The situation changed after the coun-
try’s liberation in 1945. The universities 
were reopened and many others were 
founded, and the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Sciences was founded in 1952. A num-
ber of people who spent the occupation 
years abroad returned to Czechoslova-
kia, bringing with them their experienc-
es and new insights. despite the finan-
cial and political limitations imposed 
by the communist political system, sci-
entific life developed quickly, including 
biochemistry. But the biochemists did 
not have their own organization plat-
form. They were members of either the 
Czechoslovak Chemical Society or the 
Czechoslovak Physiological Society. The 
latter institution became the birthplace 
of an organization for the biochemists. 
In 1953 the Biochemical Committee was 
created within the Physiological Society, 
and on February 23, 1956, the foundation 
meeting of the Czechoslovak Biochemi-

cal Society took place. The first chairman 
was Professor František Šorm, the direc-
tor of the Institute of Organic Chemistry 
and Biochemistry of the Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences, and the scientific 
secretary was Professor Jaroslav hořejší, 
a clinical biochemist. The next chairmen 
of the Society were professors Jaroslav 
hořejší, Jan Škoda, and Václav Pačes. 
The scientific secretaries after Jaroslav 
hořejší were Karel Slavík, Jiří Kraml, 
and Tomáš zima, the president of this 
FEBS Congress.

In 1993 Czechoslovakia peacefully 
split into two separate states, the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, and the Biochem-
ical Society had to do the same. So, today 
we have the Czech Society for Biochem-
istry and Molecular Biology as well as the 
analogous Slovak Society. The contacts 
between the two societies are very tight, 
and our national meetings are attended 
by members of both societies. 

The Czechoslovak Biochemical Society 
was among the 18 constituent societies 
that participated in the creation of FEBS 
in 1964, and as mentioned elsewhere, the 
5th FEBS Congress was held in Prague in 
July 1968 and the 14th IUB Congress took 
place in Prague in 1988. The Czechoslovak 
biochemists also served in several posi-
tions in the FEBS organization. Professor 
František Šorm served as FEBS Chair-
man 1967-1969, and Jan Škoda and Václav 
Pačes served in the Publication Commit-
tee. Professor Škoda acted as the second 
Editor of FEBS Bulletin (after Prakash 
datta) during the years 1984 – 2001, and 
he did a great job for the benefit of many 
European biochemists. he received the 
FEBS diplôme d´honneur at the end of 
his service in 2001. In addition to FEBS 
service, our representatives served on the 
IUB(MB) Executive Committee, namely 
Professor Jaroslav hořejší and Professor 
Arnošt Kotyk, who later also served as 
chairman of the Nomenclature Commit-
tee of IUBMB and IUPAC. 

Today, the Czech Biochemical Society 
has more than 600 regular members, 
and it organizes a national scientific 
congress every second year as well as 
a number of other scientific conferences, 
many of international character. Special 
care is given to young scientists and even 
to students during their early education, 
since special seminars are organized for 
the biology and chemistry teachers of 
our secondary schools. Apart from main-
stream biochemistry, our scientific life is 
organized into six specialized sections.

When the Czechoslovak Biochemical 
Society was founded in 1956, I was twelve 
years old, and today I have reached re-
tirement age. however, I do not think that 
our Biochemical Society is coming to re-
tirement age; if anything, it is emerging 
from its adolescence. It certainly will be 
able to take a prominent role in this ex-
citing era of investigation into biochemi-
cal processes in nature and human life. 

Ad multos annos Societatis Biochem-
icae!

RADIm čERný
VICE-ChAIR 

CzECh SOCIETY FOR BIOChEMISTRY  
ANd MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
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TODAY
PLENARY LECTURES  
(PLENARY HALL / CONGRESS HALL)

11.00–12.00 IUBMB LECTURE
Genomes, structural biology and drug 
discovery: challenges for academia and 
industry / T. Blundell 

12.00–13.00 WOMEN IN SCIENCE 
LECTURE 
How myosin motors work: a fun journey 
from structure to function / A. Houdusse 

LUNCHTIME SPECIAL SESSIONS
(ROOM C/MEETING HALL IV)

13.15–14.15 Sponsored Satellite 
Symposium Roche Diagnostics
Monitoring the body-language of the cell 
and analyzing the molecular mechanisms 
behind / M. Watzele 

13.30–14.30 FEBS YSF Career Session
Your career – a chain of opportunities  
and decisions / D. Corda (FEBS),  
L. Grazia Passante (EC),  
A. Craig (EC), D. Mietchen (Eurodoc) 

EVENING SPECIAL SESSION  
(ROOM F/CLUB A+B)

17.30–20.00 Workshop: Ethics Education 
(Co-Sponsored by IUBMB)
Workshop of the FEBS Education 
Committee

TOMORROW
PLENARY LECTURES 
(PLENARY HALL/CONGRESS HALL)

11.00–12.00 SIR HANS KREBS LECTURE
Membrane rafts: important (yet 
controversial) components of receptor 
signaling / V. Horejsi

12.00–12.30 FEBS LETTERS YOUNG 
SCIENTIST LECTURE  
Chaperone-signal peptide interactions  
on the Tat protein transport pathway 
S. J. Coulthurst

12.30–13.00 FEBS JOURNAL PRIZE 
LECTURE 
The Janus-faced atracotoxins are specific 
blockers of invertebrate KCa channels 
S. J. Gunning 

LUNCHTIME SPECIAL SESSION 
(ROOM D/MEETING HALL V)

13.05–15.00 Sponsored Satellite 
Symposium Bio-Rad

EVENING SOCIAL PROGRAMME
19:00 BEER PARTY at the Strahov 
Monastic Brewery 

Programme Tips

Congress Social Events

Beer party – Monday, July 6, 2009, 19:30
Price: EUR 30 Transportation is not provided.

Join us to spend marvellous evening in 
the historical brewery! You will have the 
chance to see historical and contempo-
rary parts of the brewery and experience 
onsite tasting of golden fluid that makes 
the Czech Republic world famous. Che-
erful entertainment guaranteed! More 
information at the Registration desk.

BioVendor  R&D

BioVendor   – Laboratorni medicina a.s.

Long-term R&D activities have resulted in developing and manufacturing new products, some of which are still unique in the 
world, or have been the � rst commercial immunoassays, recombinant proteins or antibodies available on the market.

Products :

www.biovendor.com        v is i t  us  a t  the  Booth  9

inzerat_A6_RnD.indd   1 19.6.2009   10:19:41

Profile of an Outstanding Scientist:

Sir David Lane
Professor Sir David Lane, who deliv-
ered yesterday’s datta Plenary Lecture, 
is highly renowned for his discovery of 
the p53 tumor suppressor. Sir david has 
spent the bulk of his research career 
studying p53, and his work has been in-
strumental in bringing the p53 field from 
basic research to clinical application. In 
recent years, Sir david’s research has fo-
cused on investigating regulation of the 
p53 system with the goal of developing 
novel anti-cancer treatments. These top-
ics will be revisited later this week dur-
ing Symposium 6.4. p53: New Functions, 
New Targets, New Controls, which will 
take place on Wednesday afternoon.

Sir david obtained both his under-
graduate degree and his doctorate from 
University College, London, where he 
studied auto-immunity in Avrion Mitchi-
son’s lab. his post-doctoral research was 
conducted at the Imperial Cancer Re-
search Fund (ICRF) in London, where 
he discovered p53, and at Cold Spring 
harbor Laboratory in New York. Upon 
his return to the UK, he set up his own 
laboratory at Imperial College, London. 
he later moved to the ICRF laboratories 
at Clare hall and then to the University of 
dundee, where he currently serves as di-
rector of the Cancer Research UK Trans-
formation Research Group. In addition 
to his roughly 350 research articles and 
over 39,000 citations, Sir david has been 
the recipient of numerous international 
prizes and awards and has served on the 
advisory boards of several institutes. he 
was knighted for his contribution to can-
cer research in January 2000. 

In addition to his appointment at the 
University of dundee, Sir david is founder 
and chairman of the Scientific Advisory 
Board of Cyclacel, a dundee-based bio-
technology firm focused on the develop-
ment of new treatments for cancer. he has 
a long-standing association with Singa-
pore’s Agency for Science, Technology and 
Research (A*STAR), which began in 2002 
when he was appointed Chairman of the 
Scientific Advisory Board of the Institute 
of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB).  he 
moved to Singapore and served as Execu-
tive director of IMCB from 2004 to 2007, 
and became Chairman of A*STAR’s Bio-
medical Research Council and found-
ing Chief Executive of its Experimental 
Therapeutics Centre in 2007.  In late 
2007, Sir david and his wife Birgit Lane, 
who is well-known in the scientific com-
munity for her work on keratins, returned 
to the University of dundee, where they 
and Professor Irwin McLean established 
a novel interdisciplinary research divi-
sion, the division of Molecular Medicine. 
In 2008 Sir david became Chief Scientist 
at Cancer Research UK, a leading charity 
dedicated to cancer research. Recently, 
the Lanes announced that they will leave 
the University of dundee in September 
2009 and take up full-time appointments 
with A*STAR. At A*STAR, Sir david will 
resume his position as Chief Scientist and 
will continue his work with Cancer Re-
search UK on a part-time basis. 

Q You began your research career as 
a Ph.D. student in immunology. What 
led you to the discovery of p53 and 
a career in cancer research? 
A After my Ph.d. I was offered a job by 

Lionel Crawford at the ICRF in London. he 
was studying how the small dNA tumour 
virus SV40 could transform normal cells 
into cancer cells in culture. The key viral 
encoded transforming protein was called 
large T. It was hard to detect, and the only 
antibodies to it came from animals bear-
ing tumours. I used my immunochemistry 
training to devise a quantitative assay, pu-
rify T, and make a very strong and specific 
antibody to the protein. With this reagent 
we were easily able to detect a host pro-
tein that bound to T antigen with a mo-
lecular weight of 53,000 daltons. This 
was p53. I think I was able to make this 
breakthrough because I changed field 
and brought a new kind of expertise to 
the study of SV40 that had come from my 
immunology training. Also the ICRF was 
a great institute with excellent facilities 
and exciting, enthusiastic colleagues. 
Q What do you consider to be your 
most important, rewarding, or excit-
ing discovery and why? 
A Well, the p53 story has been central 
to my whole scientific life so there is no 
doubt that its original discovery was the 
most important. I got tremendous excite-
ment from our work on the p53 –Mdm2 
interaction. Finding that only a small 
peptide from p53 was sufficient to block 
the interaction and activate the p53 re-
sponse was amazing and told me that the 
p53 pathway could be activated by drugs 
one day. We continue to work intensely 

on this, and I really like the idea of the 
challenge of making drugs to “difficult” 
targets. The other “moment” was when 
I was writing the “Guardian of the Ge-
nome” piece for Nature and I started to 
really understand what p53 did.
Q Could you briefly summarize your 
current on-going research and your 
plans for your return to Singapore this 
autumn? 
A Our goal is to use our knowledge of the 
p53 pathway to develop better treatments 
for cancer. We are focusing on two main 
areas. One is the search for molecules that 
can re-activate mutant p53, which is very 
challenging but now possible due to the 
excellent structural information coming 
from Alan Fersht’s laboratory. The second 
area is the exploration of wild type p53 
activating molecules like Nutlin and Ten-
ovin so that we can use them optimally in 
the clinic. What makes some cells arrest 
and others die when p53 is activated? Can 
we protect normal tissues from radiation 
by inducing a p53 growth arrest? We now 
have great in vivo models to help answer 
these questions.
Q What do you hope will be achieved 
in the p53 field during the next de-
cade?
A I want the field to produce better 
treatments for cancer based on the fact 
that the p53 pathway is altered in nearly 
all cancers. If we could truly do this we 
would have targeted therapies for most 
human cancers.
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Cultural Tips
ExHIBITIONS
THE MARTINů PH0ENOMENON
An exhibition offering a comprehensive view of an 
exceptional figure in international music history
České muzeum hudby / Karmelitská 2 / Tram station – 
Hellichova (22 from metro A – Malostranská) / www.nm.cz

THE REPUBLIC exhibition on the occasion of the 
90th anniversary of the founding of Czechoslovakia 
National muzeum / Václavské náměstí 68 /  
metro A, C – station Muzeum / www.nm.cz

DAVID ČERNý: ENTROPA 
Famously controversial work, which the sculptor 
created to mark the Czech presidency  
of the European Union Council in Brussels.

DOUGLAS GORDON: BLOOD, SWEAT, TEARS
DOX (Centre for Contemporary Art) presents an 
extensive exhibition of Scottish artist Douglas 
Gordon, one of the world’s most respected 
representatives of contemporary art.
DOX – Poupětova 1 / Tram station – Ortenovo náměstí  
(12,15 from metro A station Nádraží Holešovice) 
www.doxprague.org

DAMIEN HIRST: LIFE, DEATH AND LOVE 
Damien Hirst (born in 1965) is one of very few 
artists who have achieved the status of superstar 
in the creative world in modern times. In his 
creation, which includes sculpture, installation 
and painting done together, he is involved in the 
deeply symbolic and metaphysical questions of 
art, life, religion and science.
Galerie Rudolfinum – Alšovo nábřeží 12 / Metro A station 
Staroměstská / www.galerierudolfinum.cz

1000 YEARS OF INKA GOLD Up to 90 original 
golden exhibits, very important to the history of 
arts and initially coming from the Museo de Oro in 
Lima/ Peru, are the highlights of the exhibition.
Pražský Hrad, Metro A station Malostranská 
www.zlatoinku.cz

PRAGUE BIENNALE ART 4 AND PRAGUE 
BIENNALE PHOTO 1
More than 230 artists from all over the world.
Karlín Hall – Thámova 8 Metro B station Křižíkova
www.praguebiennale.org

LEICA GALLERY LGP is a photography gallery 
with a broadly envisioned concept: Its exhibition 
program focuses on the best that the international 
photography scene has to offer.
Školaská 28 metro A,B station Můstek / www.lpg.cz

THEATRE
SUMMER SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 2009 
The summer open-air Shakespeare Festival is the 
biggest and oldest festival of its kind in Europe. 
even though the productions are mainly in Czech 
and Slovak, the plays and the magical atmosphere 
of summer production at a time.
Pratur Castle – Metro A station Malostranská
www.shakespeare.cz

W. A. MOZART – REQUIEM & MOZARTISSIMO
6. and 9. 7. 2009
Stavovské divadlo – Železná 11 metro A,B station Můstek 
www.narodni-divadlo.cz

MUSIC CLUBS
4.7. GUANO APES REVIVAL 
5.7. PETR POLáČEK BAND 
6.7. JIMI HENDRIx FOREVER 
7.7. THE BEATLES REVIVAL 
8.7. DUKLA VOZOVNA + V3SKA

Vagon club – Národní třída 25 (Palác Metro),  
metro B station Národní třída / www.vagon.cz

7.7. NEUROSIS (MALá SCéNA) 
4.7. CONVERSATION DJS  
5.7. PROSOUND SYSTEM DJ 
6.7. STYLE WARS DJ ZBNK  
7.7. HIP HOP SPECIAL DJS KATO & SKUPLA 
8.7. STEPFORWARD SESSION DJ

Palác Akropolis – Kubelikova 27, Bus 135 station 
Náměstí Winstona Churchilla / www.palacakropolis.cz

5.7. BIG BAND MILANA SVOBODY 
6.7. BIG BAND FELIxE SLOVáČKA 
7.7. METROPOLITAN JAZZ BAND

Reduta – Jazz Club – Národní třída 20, metro B station 
Národní třída / www.redutajazzclub.cz

6.7. FREE MONDAYS 
„Warm up festivalu Summer Session 5“ – djs: Steen 
& Keeper (steen-keeper.cz), Franke (djfranke.cz) / 
2nd stage djs: Andrew Matta & Fregaton
Klub Roxy – Dlouhá 33, metro B station  
Náměstí republiky / klub.roxy.cz

www.wiley.com

Wiley-Blackwell 
at the 34th FEBS Congress

Visit the Wiley-Blackwell booth 
(#15 & 16) to:

20% discount

free

Encyclopedia of Life 
Sciences Current Protocols

Young 
Scientist 
Forum
The 9th Young Scientist Forum (YSF) 
was organised under the framework 
of the 34th FEBS Congress. It took 
place just before the Congress on July 
2nd–4th 2009 in the Pyramida hotel in 
Prague, with 125 participants selected 
from all over Europe. The conference 
gathered the best young scientists 
from different academic institutions 
and fields of molecular biology. Their 
stay, travel expenses, and organization 
of the conference was supported by 
a FEBS grant totalling 125,000 Euros.

The YSF was a complex experience, 
with a mixture of top-level science, 
motivational lectures, and also social 
events. We hope that a lot of discussions 
facilitated start-ups of new collabora-
tions and friendships. Over the confer-
ence 25 selected oral presentations were 
given by the participants, in addition to 
the three keynote lectures and Scien-
tific Round table discussion. The first 
afternoon was dedicated to the keynote 
lecture of outstanding speaker Prof. Jiří 
Bartek from the danish Cancer Society. 
he reported on his advanced research 
about the dNA damage response and its 
mechanisms and roles in biology and 
human diseases. The following session 
was dedicated to genomics and pro-
teomics. A more specific lecture focused 
on the syntenin pathway was given by 
Pascale zimmermann as a Young Inves-
tigator Lecture sponsored by EMBO. Be-
fore the closing the 3rd keynote lecture 
was given by Prof. Bettie Sue Masters 
(The Robert A. Welch distinguished 
Professor in Chemistry, formal presi-
dent of the ASBMB) summarizing her 
personal and professional journey as 
a scientist. At the round table discus-
sion invited speakers from Marie Cu-
rie Actions, the European Commission, 
the EMBO Fellowships Programme, the 
FEBS educational committee, and also 
from private industry (Genzyme) par-
ticipated. different opportunities for fi-
nancing of research were discussed, as 
well as career opportunities.

At the end we awarded the two best 
oral presentations and posters by the 
participants to encourage young scien-
tists on their way to careers in research. 
Namely: Tatyana Bershitsky, Tatjana 
hildebrandt, Marko Novinec, and Laura 
Roussel-Selme.

Our special thanks go to dr. daniela 
Corda, the FEBS Chair of the Working 
Group on the Careers of Young Scien-
tists, for her invaluable advice, support, 
and cooperation in the organization of 
the forum.

I hope all of the participants take ad-
vantage of this Forum and that they used 
this occasion to meet, exchange ideas, 
discuss projects, and to start building 
the network of colleagues and friends 
that constitutes a scientific community.
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